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1. OPENING 
Mal Poole welcomed those present and opened the meeting at 10.05am. Mal P welcomed Todd 
Young (PFIGA) and David Screen (NSWCFA) to the meeting as new delegates to the RFA of 
NSW 
 
2. ATTENDANCE 
Those in attendance where: 
Stan Konstantaras (ANSA NSW) Joe Garufi (ANSA NSW),  Peter Gibson (NSWCFA), Mal Poole 
(NSWFCA), David Screen (NSWCFA), Todd Young (PFIGA) 
 
3.  APOLOGIES 
Apologies for non-attendance were received from: 
Michael Hirst (NSWFCA), Steve Williamson (PFIGA) Max Castle (ANSA NSW), Mel     
Brown (USFA NSW), Peter Saunders (USFA NSW), Brett Turner (NSWFCA) 
      
4. GUESTS 
Nil 
 
5. MINUTES OF THE PREVIOUS MEETING 

    Minutes presented and moved that they be accepted by Stan K, seconded Joe G.   
    Stan K noted that minutes of previous meetings are online and Delegates and   
    Committee should access them this way. 

 
 Available at following link http://rfansw.com.au/Meetings.html#minutes 
 
6. BUSINESS ARISING OUT OF THE MINUTES 

  RFA Volunteer Survey draft was presented by Peter G to the committee. Peter G asked 
that committee review document. Mal Poole  mentioned that FRDC was interested in the 
Survey and that the RFA might have an opportunity to put up a tactical research grant 
with FRDC to continue Peter G’s work to date. Peter G will finalise report and send a 
copy to FRDC. 

 Stan K advised committee that Project L63 deficit had been reversed when RFA received 
2nd progress project payment from I&I.  

 Peter G was finalising with compliments slip. 
 Peter G had also completed introduction letter to non-member clubs. Joe G  to liaise with 

Peter G on list of achievements and then to start sending letters out to prospective 
members. 

 Stan K to add list of achievements letter with fee renewals that are due to be sent out. 
 
Other selected Items moved to General Business. 
 
 
7. TREASURER’S REPORT 

 
Stan K gave an overview of the current project reporting and general RFA accounts. 
 
 
RFA of NSW 
Treasurers Report 16th October 2010 
 
 



Opening Balance 26th June 2010 $ 39 639.00     
 
Income     $24 953.00            
Project Expenses    $18 879.00   
RFA Expenses    $ 110.00 
Bank Fees     $ 40.00 
 
 
Current Balance 16th Oct 2010            $45 563.00   ($35 717.00 Project Balances) 
         ($ 9 846.00  RFA Cash Book) 

 
The RFA has registered for GST from 23rd August 2010 – onwards with an annual reporting 
regime.  
 
Discussion occurred about operating a dedicated accounting system for the RFA and the 
committee decided to operate a project specific MYOB account via Peter G.  
Committee advised Peter G to purchase appropriate software package and implement with 
assistance from a part time paid contractor.  The initial projects incorporated under this new 
accounting System will be the following projects that have been invoiced as “GST Inclusive” by 
the RFA of NSW; 
 
a) NSW I&I RFA Access Project   - $183,000.00  
b) FRDC Fraser Perry Finland Study Tour    - $3,200.00 

 
David Screen also offered to oversee the process Peter G will undertake. Committee was 
supportive of the whole process and thanked all involved. 
 
 
 

 
    8. DELEGATE REPORTS 

The delegates present were asked to provide an update/overview on their group’s activities as a 
way of updating the other delegates and as a way to further gather support for issues if needed. 
 

    ANSA NSW  
JoeG reported that ANSA NSW held is AGM / Presentation on the 4th September and that it was 
very successful. Delegates spoke about competition restructuring and the success of our catch 
and release divisions and records. 
 
Concerns till surround Sydney Port work at Port Botany. 
 
Proposed closures surrounding the Bronte Waverly Aquatic reserves for Groper and proposed 
Grey Nurse Shark closures at Fish Rock has ANSA NSW concerned. 
 
ANSA NSW has a re-built its www.angelrings.com.au website and had 5 rescues of rock anglers 
over a 10 day period in late Sept/Oct which concerns ANSA NSW as anglers are still ending up in 
the water. More education is needed. 
 
Mal P mentioned that Stan K received the 2010 Water Safety Award, “Ministers Award for Most 
Significant Contribution to Water Safety by an Individual in NSW” 

   



NSWCFA 
Peter G gave overview of NSWCFA for the past few months. Rodney Tonkin was elected as 
President for NSWCFA at the last AGM. Peter G mentioned that the NSW was working on a 
Snowy river catchment Endangered Species submission. 
 
The NSWCFA had decided not to support a closed season on Golden Perch (yellowbelly) closed 
season and that Karl Schaef was on the Redfin Steering Committee looking at whether this fish 
was a pest or legitimate recreational species. 
 
Peter G mentioned that the NSWCFA was working on a letter of support fro the PFIGA 
accreditation plan.  
 
Peter G mentioned that the Murray Darling was going to be a big issue for the NSWCFA, they are 
monitoring closely and hoping for outcomes which will return the rivers to health. 
 
Peter G also mentioned that the NSWCFA had submitted a small grant application for reproducing 
the Freshwater Safety DVD on behalf of the RFA of NSW. It was discussed that the timing of the 
funding application review and successful receipt of the funds would not occur for a few months 
and in the interim the RFA of NSW would get 1000 copies made. Stan K was to chase Michael 
Power (afterglow) for an order and a master copy.  
 
Stan K to send AFTA and NSW I&I master copies of DVD as well. 
 
Peter G mentioned that David Screen was the additional delegate for the NSWCFA. 
 

    NSWFCA 
Mal P gave an overview of the NSWFCA AGM. M Hirst and B Turner nominated as RFA 
delegates. 
 
Mal P spoke about the most recent project that had been approved that involves NSWFCA 
holding a forum on how the association operates and engages the community and this is to be 
held in May 2011. Smaller clubs were being affected by Fair Trading changes and succession 
planning issues. 
 
David S suggested that we all develop Position Descriptions (PDS) to help the associations out in 
this area. David S will provide PDS he is currently developing for all RFA members to consider, 
complete and pass down to clubs to do the same as a way of succession planning. 
 
NSW USFA 
The USFA is currently working with the RFA on its spearfishing safety DVD, with the USFA 
already having completed many sequences that will be used in the DVD. The DVD is almost 
complete with a launch date scheduled for Dec 10. 
 
The USFA also launched a national spearfishing magazine on the 30th September. 
 
PFIGA 
Todd Young gave a detailed presentation on what the PFIGA was trying to achieve. Todd Y spoke 
on how the RFA can utilise PFIGA instructors and how further consultation on issues like safety, 
junior anglers and education can reciprocally benefit all the RFA members. 
 
One of the main goals of the PFIGA is to accredit all the guides in Australia. 



 
PFIGA requested that the RFA of NSW will support their accreditation system. RFA agreed and 
will draft letter of support and post banner and link on RFA website 
 
 
9. AGENDA ITEMS 
 
9 a. Fishing Inquiry 
(See attachment No1) 
Stan K thanked MP for presenting evidence at the NSW parliamentary Inquiry into recreational 
fishing. Mal P took a number of questions on notice and this will allow us to further submit 
information on the process. 
 
Outcome is expected late November with representation, access and the marine park process 
issues that will feature highly in the final recommendations. 
 
 
9 b. Marine Parks and Access 
Jervis Bay and Solitary Is Marine Park reviews complete, with about 3000-6000 submissions per 
park. 
 
The Marine Parks Moratorium Bill is about to start being debated in State Parliament soon, this 
will stop any more marine parks being reviewed for 5 years in NSW. 
 
Mal P has a copy of Dr Andrew Read paper that questions the current marine park framework, he 
is looking a smaller more effective aquatic reserves and an answer to conserving biodiversity. 
 
Mal P also had a chance to speak with Mike Kelly (Parliamentary Sec for Fisheries) on the 
Commonwealth Marine Protected Areas Plan. The Commonwealth wants minimal impacts to 
recreational anglers and may even extend the 2012 deadline to facilitate better consultation and 
planning in the process. An opportunity is available to the RFA to continue discussions with him. 
Another meeting is planned with Mike Kelly and the RFA of NSW. 
http://www.environment.gov.au/coasts/mbp/east/index.html 
 
 
9 c. Access Project Update  
The RFA has secured $183,850.00 to implement RFA Access Officer - Project L071 which will 
employ a dedicated Access Officer to work for the RFA of NSW in securing recreational fishing 
rights across NSW.  
 
The RFA has invited John Diplock from Hamata Pty Ltd to work with the RFA in an advisory role. 
RFA team consists of Mal P, Peter G and Stan K. 
The selection panel will include a DII- Fisheries staff members and the RFA Committee. 
The planning committee discussed what criteria and skill will be required by the applicant. 
Mal P and Peter G to develop a Position Description  that will include the following; 
 
• Ability to interpret legislation 
• Mapping and GIS skills 
• Understanding of legislation and government procedures 
• Contractor to the RFA of NSW 
• Suitable background 



• Able to work from a home office 
• Will be equipped by RFA project as noted in budget 
• Will be able to travel in own vehicle but will be compensated 
• Will need good negotiation and presentation skills 
• Will work closely with Land and Property Management Authority 
• Will be supported by regular meetings with Fishing Project Access Committee 
• Will report regularly to Fishing Project Access Committee 

 
David S will now also join the RFA team.  
 
Position will be advertised in next few days. 
Stan K has submitted first invoice for payment and signed project contracts back to NSW I&I. 
Peter G working on Letter of Offer/ Contract and MP liaising with Dept of Land for use of office 
space and MOU between Lands and RFA of NSW. 
 
9 d. Trust Updates  
Updates are online at the following link 
http://www.dpi.nsw.gov.au/__data/assets/pdf_file/0011/357590/RFSTEC-33.pdf 
 
The next meeting will be held on 23rd Nov 2010. 
 
9 e. Website and Promotions 
Peter G and Joe G have been working with NSW I&I to place RFA adverts in the next edition of 
the salt and freshwater fishing guides. The full page adverts have been secured free of charge. 
They will focus on fresh and saltwater safety respectively. 
 
Stan K indicated that we will need a spearfishing safety advert for the next edition of the guides. 
 
Stan K to place safe spearfishing advert in next edition of the USFA spearfishing magazine that 
will include an article on the RFA that Stan K will prepare. 
 
Peter G asked associations to provide website content for www.rfansw.com.au  
 
9 f. 2011 State Election  
Committee agreed to put together a list of fishing polices and present these to all NSW Political 
parties prior to Dec 10. 
 
Stan K to seek feedback and ideas and compile wish list and then liaise with Peter G to compile 
and send out list. 
 
9 g. AFMA / DEWHA updates 
 
Latest AFMA newsletter 
http://afma.createsend1.com/T/ViewEmail/r/5356B7D971E46981 
 
DEWHA Murray Darling Basin Plan 
http://www.thebasinplan.mdba.gov.au/ 
 
 
9 h. Project Updates 



Stan K gave updates on the various ongoing RFA projects. 
 
1. RFA Rockfishing Workshops – 3 Workshops completed. 
2. RFA Rockfishing Safety Folder – 30,000 copies are being distributed via the Surf Life saving 

mailing house in Melbourne on behalf of the RFA. 10,000 distributed to date. 
3. Freshwater safety DVD complete and 1500 copies distributed. To date Rockfishing Safety 

DVD, Freshwater Safety DVD completed. Spearfishing Safety DVD almost completed and 
work on Boating Safety DVD will commence in 2011. 

 
 

10. General Business 
 

 Stan K to set meeting dates for 2011. 
 AGM to be held in December 2010, with an evening preferred by the delegates. Stan K to 

pick date and organise BBQ dinner after AGM. Location will be South Sydney Clubhouse 
in Chifley. 

 Committee discussed the issue of recruitment and succession planning. Davis S to help 
with position description framework. 

 Stan K instructed committee that new invoice for full membership to RECFISH had been 
received and was awaiting payment. 

 Stan K and MP had had an opportunity to talk to Martin Salter from the UK about 
representative issues in NSW. SK to circulate Martin Salter’s advice to RFA committee.           
( See attachment No 2) 

 Mal P gave committee update on recent RECFISH meeting in Canberra held on 14th 
October 2010. Discussed funding that NSW and VIC had injected into RECFISH.  

 Mal P to circulate oil and gas exploration paper of the NSW coast to the RFA committee. 
 
With no more general business Mal Poole closed the meeting at 1pm and invited those who 
wanted to fish to hang around. (See attachment 3)  
 
Stan Konstantaras 
RFA of NSW Secretary 
17th October 2010 
 
 
 
Abbreviations:  
 
ANSANSW – NSW Branch – Australian National Sportfishing Association 
NSWCFA – NSW Council of Freshwater Anglers 
NSWFCA – NSW Fishing Clubs Association 
PFIGA- Professional Guides and Instructors Association 
USFA – Underwater Skindivers and Fisherman’s Association 
 
NSW DII – Department of Industry and Investment – Fisheries NSW 
ACoRF – NSW Advisory Council on Recreational Fishing 
RFSTEC- Recreational Fishing Saltwater Trust Expenditure Committee 
RFH – Recreational Fishing Haven 
NPWS- National Parks and Wildlife 
FRDC – Fisheries Research and Development Corporation 
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Attachment 2 
 
Mal Poole and Martin Salter ( UK )  
 

 
 

Martin and Mal discussed the UK model, “The Angling Trust” over a friendly international carp fish 
that England won 2 - nil 
 
The Angling Trust - Our Mission:  
Promote angling 
Campaign for anglers' rights and the environment 
Lobby governments and agencies 
Protect our waterways and marine environment 
Develop angling as a sport for young and old 
Support angling interests 
Read more and JOIN NOW at www.anglingtrust.net 
The Angling Trust, Eastwood House, 6 Rainbow Street, Leominster, Herefordshire, HR6 8DQ 

 
 
 
 
 



Attachment 3  
Todd Young from PFIGA and his first tagged Parklands carp captured after the RFA 
meeting. 
 
 

 
 

 


